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ADULT MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM - NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.16 am]:  Next week 
the national conference of the adult migrant education program will be held in Perth from 5 to 7 October, and 
will include many of the practitioners, researchers and administrators involved in the program.  Through AMEP, 
the federal government provides funding to organisations to deliver English language tuition to newly arrived 
migrants and refugees.   

I congratulate the many dedicated staff working for AMEP service providers in Western Australia, including 
Central TAFE and the West Coast College of TAFE in Perth.  The growing number of refugee and humanitarian 
arrivals from many strife-torn countries in Africa and the Middle East has meant greater challenges for AMEP 
providers and teachers, which they have met head on.  In passing, I also refer to the extraordinarily good service 
provided by the volunteers through Read Write Now, a network of people who support people learning English, 
both oral and written, through one-on-one mentoring and tutoring.  They become more than just tutors; they 
become friends of migrants.  Often the first contact a refugee will have with the broader community is through 
the AMEP system.  Teachers work with students to help them through the settlement process.  They do a 
wonderful job with the limited resources made available to them, and I express my personal thanks for their 
extremely valuable work. 

I also draw the attention of the house to the Australian citizenship discussion paper released by the Howard 
government earlier this month.  This paper flags the introduction of a citizenship test, including a requirement 
that aspiring citizens display a �level of English which allows them to participate through education and 
employment�.  It is all well and good to call for improved English from migrants from non-English speaking 
backgrounds.  Learning English is a crucial part of successful integration into Australian society.  However, the 
federal government�s most recently published figures show that fewer than 20 per cent of students in its system 
achieve a functional level of English.  Therefore, under the Howard government�s proposed new citizenship test, 
more than 80 per cent of the migrants who go through its own English classes would fail the functional English 
test, and be denied Australian citizenship.  The federal government needs to put its money where its mouth is.  
Before it sets functional English as a prerequisite for citizenship, it should improve the provision of adult 
migrant English classes.  How can we expect migrants to speak and understand English if they are denied the 
opportunity to learn it? 

The Carpenter government welcomes new migrants to Western Australia to help our great state grow and 
prosper into the future.  We are doing our part to provide migrant support services, including language training 
for school-aged students.  I welcome the delegates and speakers attending the national conference of the adult 
migrant education program next week and wish them well in their deliberations. 
 


